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)!from Rabat to Morocao's short-

{Pelting approach found little;
but verhal sympathy. i
Mr. Ben Barka won electioni

Jived National
11963. , d
Soon afterward, in July, the!

Assembly  ini

Ben Barka Case: Why the Abduction?
e, | A §

By PETER BRAESTRUP
Special to The New York Times

to have told the

Sriends.

- L Aalvlg,  Jdllo aa T ‘:L\ EEEY
hrother living? Is he dead? Le
those who claim to know spea

out.”
Thus did Mehdl Ben Barka'
brother, Abdelkader, wearil

appeal on French television las
night for news of the centra
figure in a trans-Mediterranea
‘scandal that has rocked Pari
‘and threatened a break betwee
President de Gaulle and Kin
‘Hassan IT of Morocco.

Mr. Ben Barka, a 43-ycar-old|

leftwing political exile who had
iwandered abroad
1963, was  kidnapped at noon
here last, Oct. 29, i )
He was, talken by a car fromj
the sidewalk. :outside - a new|
American-style “drug store” on
the Boulevard Saint-Germaind
'des-Prés on the Left Bank. In-
volved in the plot against him
were French sccret agents,
French underworld figures and,
allegedly, three Moroccan offi-|
cials headed by - the Interior
Minister, Gen. Mohammed
Qufkir. :
Why was Mr. Ben Barka kid
napped? '

browed founder of Morocco's

King? Or-was General Oufkir,
|as  Abdelkader Ben Barka
charges, trying to cut short a
reconciliation between the King
land his long-time foe? ¢ :
The -answer lies perhaps in
{the cruel intricacies of Moroccan
politics, a special Arab blend
of personal “feuds and shifting
alliances, of sudden “fraternity”
and sudden denunciation..

A Grocer's Son

Mechdi Ben Barka, the son of
a grocer, had been an articulate
tempetuous fighter in this By-
zantine climate much .of his
life :

! He was still a teen-age stu-]
‘dent of mathematics at a sec-
ondary school in his

native
Rabat when he joined the Semf-‘fﬁfaders- of the naticealistIsti-e¢rs and jealous left-wingers as

.clandestine movement for Mo-

reccan  independence from
‘France. : L . ;
He infuriated his French

teachers by showing up one dayibleq V, chose Mr, Ben Barka as;e}ing to Peking, Havana, Cairo

in class wearing an oversized
"“chechin,” the traditional cone-
like cap of Moroccan Moslems,
.and, bhefore World War I, a:
‘nationalist symbol. :
° Not long afterward, at the!
‘University of Algiers, he be-}
came first a member, then pres-;
ldent of the Association of North'

since midy|):

_ Was this little, intense, bushy-|

left-wing Opposition regardedihatician, His Freneh friends on.
as .a political . threat. to the}

e Prince and his austere tutor®n grow,”. he told a friend

S5 much, and so he won't.accom
% plish anything in the end.”

Mr. Ben Barka spent more than
‘three vears between 1951 an
1954 under house arrest in th
% Moroccan Sahara, helped reor
i !'zanize the Tstiglal party an
% participated in the ncgotiation

, French protectorate.
A After independence in 1956 hg
was  elected  president o
‘the National Consultative As
sembly, which became his per
3 scnal forum if little more.
@ Allthough Mr.-

gD R

. Mcanwhile Mr. Ben Barka haq
broken with the conservativd
2-wing of Istiglal, made off witl
National Union of
Férces in 1939,

Mehdi Ben Barka

During: this period, he was
lrresied several times by -the
French police and was released
uickly each time, -

He was a pronmising niathe-

the French left, the new party
had the support of big-city la
bor leaders and Morocco's . po
litically active students.

Police Abuses Denounced

he Algiérs faculty intervencd’ While his follow leftists ghained
Yith the, authorities when his'ministerial posts in  periodid
olitical activities brought po-Cahinet
Hcemen to His door.

Y Raba;t in 1943, his fellow M- 'seizure of French-owned farmd
foccan intelicctuals were seeth-land and “the mobilization of
1. with - nationalist fervor)Morocco’s human résources.”

If-determination and France’siday, He was hailed by left-wing
artimeé defeats, " !Paris intellectuals and by MoJ
Moslem high scheol studentsi rocean strect crowds. ’
Fpfused to attend classes in pro-
st against French rule. Mr.former companions and politi-
Fon Barka himse’f took part inleal elders, he would say:
frect clashes with French riot| They talk of a revolution in
olicemen in Fez and. Casa-Maoroaco. But they only talk. In|
Jlanca. - . " lfact, all they, have doile is talke
I At the age of 24, ostensiblyjover power trom the French,' '
hly a high school teacher off Mp. Ben Barka drew
pathematics at Rabat, he be- 2nmity. of Rabat conservatives,
me one of the most activeithe army, the Moslem landown-

al (Independence) party. iwell, S
The "Sultan of Morocco, who' From 1960 to 1962, he lived
ter became independent Mo-in Paris as a kind of semi-exile,
cco’s first King as Moham-istudying “econometrics,” trav-

e of the tutors for his youngland other “revolutionary” cap-
n, Prince Hassan. The Princelitals. He was deeply impressed
as to succeed to the thronchy the austere Chinese Commu-
1 1961, ) nist approach. :
No lasting bond was qreated’ “Lhat's the only way an un-

ptween the bright but fun-loy-derdeveloped country iike ours

ho was later to attack bitterlylater. ,
pe luxurlous living habits of Bul in Moroceo, where even

African  Students, . grouping; o 1dader Py
SR, ‘|#dependent, Morocco's rulingltaders of the officially banned
:M”m'ig. ", Morocco 5r i : = o oayard ' swimming  pools,  the
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radical'y
“He wants to do to$:

In the fight for independencd ‘

in’ 1955 that led to end of thé!

Ben- Barkg:
pledged fidelity to Mohammed;
V, the King tired of the Assem{;
bly’'s polemics and dissolved it}

the left wing and founded thq
Papulag

With strong Socialist leanings)
‘'vaguely echoing the slogans of,

; shuffles, Mr. Ben Barkd
) 1 fiereely attacked police abuscd
When 'Mr. Ben Barka returnediin ficry Arabic, called. for the:

imulated by allied promises oti It was Mr. Ben Barka's heyq:

Of the Istiglal old guard, hig:

thel

42

overnment unveiled a  left-;
{fving “plot” against the King.}
Mr. Ben Barka happened to be
iftraveling ahbroad and escaped
arrest, L '

He wag® sentenced to death
twice in.absentia — once for|
Rllegedly having heen involved
En the July “plot,” and again
for publicly having sided - ini|
Cairo with Algeria in the brief:
Algerian-Moroccan border war
fJater in 1963. :

Fanmily Installed in Cairo
For Mr. Ben Barka, it was!
Lhe beginning of the roving po-i
itical exile that ended in his:
i Kidnapping last October. i

Installing his wife, whom he,
had married in 1948, and four
Lhildren in Cairo at the Nasser
Fegime’s expense, he roamed the
‘revolutionary” world again.

He became a member of the
Communist - backed African-
hsian Solidarity Commission in
Caire, .

He appeared-in Algiers but!
ot little attention from the Al-
perians  despite his sympathy
or the then President Ahmed
Ben Bella’s brand of Arab So-
ialism. :

Last' year, he was put
N charge of preparing the tri.!
ontinental conference of revo-!
utionists held this month in Ha-i
fina. But it was Moscow and;
Peking that called the shots,!
‘pot Mr. Ben Barka.

Back home, as time went on,|
ormer  Deputy Premier . Abes
errahim Bouabid and his allies!
‘fook over as real leaders of the!
eft-wing party that Mr. Ben,

barka had founded. . X
In recent months, ‘they began:
he traditional  amdercover,
ickering with King Hassan II;
r posts in a newr Cabinet. Mr.!
en Barka's name drepped onth
rom political gossip, ;
Meanwhile, shutiling back and
rth from Paris to Geneva to:f
Nis family in Cairo, Mr. Beny
arka also began some under-!
ver reconciliation talks with|
presentatives of the King. g
In 1964, he worried aloud to
fHends ahbout being followed,
idnapped or assassinated by
eneral Oufkir's agents and
reign accomplices. Later, he
spemed moré optimistic, dis-
issing compromises, ‘“new op-|
ons,” ever a possible moduis|
vendl with the King's regime.
But if his political power had!
ancd, Mr. Ben Barka sti]l had
pemies, notably General Ouf-:
fr.  What iz more, after his leid-
ppring, “his old party associ-
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akes did inot raise muech public
fgss,  The ~royal palace was
sfient. : '

As for the urban poor whoj
opce cheered Mr. Eon Barka's!
cplls for ‘“social justice” and!
“}he installation of a concrete!
dpmocracy,” " ithey seemed to!
we all but forgolien hin. Only !
andful of Moroccan students!
monstrated-in his name. i
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